PRAYER AND LITURGY

Celebrating the Liturgical Year
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Why we mark the Liturgical Year – The Catholic Church has a rich tradition of ritual and celebration that helps to connect each new generation with its past. The Catholic Church sets aside certain days and seasons of each year to recall and celebrate various events in the life of Christ. 

Through the observance of feasts, particularly those that are special to our Diocese or individual school communities, we can root our young people in the faith and give them a foundation on which to build their own response to the call of God.

The Catholic liturgical year has been shaped by events in the life of Christ.  Although the actual historical dates of those events are uncertain, over the centuries a chronology has evolved that reflects the principal milestones of Christ’s life as described in the Scriptures.

Just as in the life of each individual, ‘ordinary time’ is also a component of the liturgical year.  During ordinary time, no specific events in Christ’s life are celebrated, although holy days of obligation such as All Saints do fall within ordinary time.  Strictly speaking, ‘ordinary’ here refers to ordinal, or numbered, time.  Ordinary time pays homage to the simpler days that Christ spent on earth and reminds us to consider, even now, how we go about our normal daily lives.

For further information on the liturgical year, visit the website of the liturgy office www.liturgyoffice.org.uk and/or consult the diocesan ordo

Liturgical Seasons – below is a brief guide to the liturgical seasons in the Church’s year.  Additional information can be found in the appendices.


ADVENT
Begins four Sundays before Christmas and ends on December 24.
[image: http://www.bible-basics-layers-of-understanding.com/images/xcandleoflove200.jpg.pagespeed.ic.pRIzGG1e4u.jpg]Advent is a time of expectation for the second coming of Christ at the end of time and preparation to celebrate the birth of Christ at Christmas.  This is evident in the two phases of Advent.  The first emphasises watchfulness as we wait for the time when Christ our Lord will come in glory.  The second phase points us to the joy of Christmas by reminding us of the prophets’ promises, the role of Mary and John the Baptist’s mission.  This is not the time to celebrate Christmas early but a time for preparations.
Liturgical Colour: Violet.  Symbolises joyful waiting, renewal and expectation.


[image: http://www.clipartkid.com/images/771/nativity-silhouette-patterns-clipart-best-UTw58m-clipart.jpeg]CHRISTMAS
Begins on Christmas day and ends on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
Christmas is a season, not a day. This is difficult to realise since the world wants to 'get back to normal' long before we have arrived at the last day of Christmas: the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. It is a season of true joy when we celebrate that 'God-is-with-us' – Emmanuel! The colour and vibrancy of our Christmas celebrations should inform a very deep part of ourselves that something has happened, that Christ is born, and the world will never be the same again
Liturgical Colour: White or gold.  Symbolises true joy and triumph.


ORDINARY TIME
From the end of the Christmas season until Ash Wednesday (the beginning of Lent).
From the day after Pentecost until the first Sunday of Advent.
[image: http://images.clipartpanda.com/free-bible-clipart-biyKnXAiL.png]For a few weeks in January and February, and then all through the summer and autumn, the Church is in Ordinary Time.  "Ordinary" comes from the word "ordinal" and means "counted".  In other words, each of the weeks has a number (for example, the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time). During Ordinary Time the Sunday gospels follow Jesus from story to story in Matthew, Mark or Luke.  Each of these gospels is read for one year in the church's three-year cycle of Sunday Mass readings.    Sunday after Sunday we also read through the various letters of Paul and others in the New Testament.
Liturgical Colour: Green.  Symbolises life and growth


LENT 
Begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Thursday in the evening – approximately 6 weeks.
[image: http://www.highereducationroadshow.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/lent.jpg]In the Christian Year, Lent precedes and prepares for Easter. It is a penitential season and a time of spiritual growth and a time for discerning and doing good. Traditionally we give more time to prayer, fasting and almsgiving (money given to the ‘poor’ or good causes). This helps us to say ‘Yes’ to God’s will and ‘No’ to our selfish ways in order to become better followers of Jesus. The season begins by recalling the 40 days Jesus fasted in the desert and prepared to proclaim the Good News.  In the Northern Hemisphere, Lent begins in winter.  But when the 40 days are over, we know that the warmth and new life of spring are surely coming.
Liturgical Colour: Purple.  Symbolises penance.


HOLY WEEK
For the Church, Holy Week is the ‘greatest week’ during which the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus is remembered in special celebrations. On Passion Sunday which is sometimes called Palm Sunday (because we bless palms and we hear the reading of the passion of Jesus), Christians celebrate Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem to face his suffering and death.

[image: http://images.clipartpanda.com/crucifixion-clipart-0512-0711-1515-3512.jpg]The Paschal or Easter Triduum begins on Holy Thursday in the evening ends on Easter Sunday in the evening.  "Paschal Triduum" means "the Three Days of Passover".  For the Jewish people, Passover celebrates the great event when God delivered the people of Israel from slavery in Egypt to freedom.  The followers of Jesus proclaim that in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, God has freed and saved us.

When Lent ends, we stand in the centre of the Christian year.  On the night between Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday, we keep the Easter Vigil.  We gather to light a fire and a towering candle, to listen to our most treasured scriptures, to sing psalms and other songs.  Then we go to the waters and baptise those who have been preparing for new life in Christ.  The newly baptised are then anointed with fragrant oil and, at last, with these newly baptised, we celebrate the Eucharist.

We prepare for this Vigil in the washing of feet on Holy Thursday and in the veneration of the cross on Good Friday.  We also prepare by fasting.  The Church fasts – from food, from entertainment, from chatter, from work – so that we have time to ponder deeply the death and resurrection of the Lord, the mystery of faith that we will celebrate in our Vigil.

Liturgical Colours of Holy Week
Palm Sunday: Red	
Holy Thursday: White and Gold.  Symbolises 
Good Friday:  Red
Easter Sunday:  White and Gold.  Symbolises true joy and triumph.  


EASTER
Begins on Easter Sunday and ends 50 days later on Pentecost Sunday.
[image: http://www.clipartbest.com/cliparts/Kin/ej9/Kinej9X5T.jpg]Easter Sunday is the beginning of the Easter Season which lasts for 50 days. The Easter season is to the year what Sunday is to the week. It is the heart of the Christian faith.  St. Paul writes that without a strong, unswerving belief in the resurrection of Christ, then, “empty too is our preaching; empty too your faith” (1 Corinthians 15:14.) We are an ‘Easter People’ and make "Alleluia" our song because we delight to praise the Lord who is raised from the dead and now shares his new life. The Paschal candle, the giant candle that is lighted during this season whenever we celebrate in church, shows that Jesus lives. 
Liturgical Colour: White and gold.  Symbolises triumph and joy.


PENTECOST
50 days (7 weeks) after Easter Sunday.
[image: http://lifeinhishands.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/pentecost-fire-dove.jpg]Pentecost is a Greek word meaning fiftieth. The Jewish ‘feast of weeks’ was held fifty days after the beginning of the grain harvest. It was a thanksgiving feast to celebrate the end of the harvest and to commemorate the day God gave the Law to Moses on Mount Sinai. Jesus made it clear to his disciples that it was important that they carry on his mission after he was gone. He promised he would give them the strength of his Spirit to do this. At Pentecost the Church celebrates the fulfilment of Jesus’ promise that the Holy Spirit will guide and help his disciples to understand all that he has taught them. It is sometimes called the ‘birthday’ of the Church.
Liturgical Colour: Red. Symbolises royalty, fire and martyrdom


Celebrating the Liturgical Seasons
When planning liturgies within a particular season the following needs to be taken into account.
· Readings taken from the correct liturgical year
· Appropriate colour to represent the season, e.g. green for ordinary time, purple for Lent
· Readings, activities to reflect the key themes/mood for the season, e.g. joyful anticipation, preparation, for Advent, penance for Lent
· Incorporate changes linked to particular seasons, e.g. the Gloria is not said during Advent or Lent, the Alleluia is not said or sung during Lent.

Key Feast Days
In addition to the liturgical seasons, the Church’s year is marked by particular days dedicated to events in the life of Christ, e.g. the Transfiguration, or to particular saints, e.g. St. Peter and St. Paul.  The following are some of the key feasts days but all schools are encouraged to add to the list to reflect their own patron saint, parish links etc.

	Epiphany
	Baptism of Our Lord
	Presentation (Candlemas)

	Ash Wednesday
	Maundy Thursday
	Good Friday

	Easter
	The Annunciation
	The Ascension

	Pentecost
	Trinity Sunday
	Corpus Christi

	Sacred Heart of Jesus
	Birth of John the Baptist
	St Peter and St Paul

	Assumption of Mary
	All Saints Day
	All Souls Day

	St Edmund of Abingdon
	Christ the King
	



	Summary Table of Liturgical Dates

	
	2025/26
	2026/27
	2027/28
	2028/29

	Lectionary (Sunday/Weekday)
	A/II
	B/I
	C/II
	A/I

	First Sunday of Advent
	30 Nov 2025
	29 Nov 2026
	28 Nov 2027
	3 Dec 2028

	Birth of the Lord
	25 Dec 2026
	25 Dec 2026
	25 Dec 2027
	25 Dec 2028

	Epiphany
	6 Jan 2026
	6 Jan 2027
	6 Jan 2028
	7 Jan 2029

	Ash Wednesday
	18 Feb 2026
	10 Feb 2027
	1 Mar 2028
	14 Feb 2029

	Easter Sunday
	5 Apr 2026
	28 Mar 2027
	16 Apr 2028
	1 Apr 2029

	Ascension
	14 May 2026
	6 May 2027
	25 May 2028
	10 May 2029

	Pentecost
	24 May 2026
	16 May 2027
	4 Jun 2028
	20 May 2029

	The Body and Blood of Christ
	7 Jun 2026
	30 May 2027
	18 Jun 2028
	3 Jun 2029

	St Peter and St Paul
	28 Jun 2026
	29 Jun 2027
	29 Jun 2028
	29 Jun 2029

	Assumption
	16 Aug 2026
	15 Aug 2027
	15 Aug 2028
	15 Aug 2029

	All Saints
	1 Nov 2026
	31 Oct 2027
	1 Nov 2028
	1 Nov 2029

	Christ the King
	22 Nov 2026
	21 Nov 2027
	26 Nov 2028
	25 Nov 2029

	
	
	
	
	



Particular celebrations and/or seasons that may lend themselves to liturgical celebrations in schools.

· Advent
· Beginning of the academic year
· Candlemas
· Corpus Christi Procession
· Crowning of Our Lady
· Ending of the academic year
· Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
· First Holy Communion (Liturgy in school for children who have made their First Holy Communion)
· Holy Week
· Induction of groups into the school
· Leavers Mass/Liturgy
· Lent – Almsgiving; Penance/Reconciliation; Stations of the Cross
· Mary – May and October (including the Rosary)
· May Procession
· Patron Saint of the School
· Pentecost
· Reconciliation 
· Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
· Closing of the academic year

AUTUMN TERM

Autumn is often the longest school season, and the one with the greatest changes.  It begins with the last hot days of summer, and ends with the darker and chilly days that mark the start of Winter.  Pupils and staff begin the term with all the anticipation and anxieties of a fresh start, exploring new friendships and as the term moves on begin to look forward to the joys of Christmas.  

Liturgically as well the seasons change, we begin in ordinary time and move slowly towards the consideration of the end of days and the great feast of Christ the King before beginning a new liturgical year through the season of Advent and the focus on preparing for Christ’s coming.  In between, schools will take the opportunity to reflect on and give thanks for the harvest and the wonders of God’s Creation, they may choose to mark October as a special time of devotion to Mary through praying the rosary, or take time in November to remember those who have died through celebrating the great feasts of All Saints and All Souls, and taking the opportunity to remember those who have died.

Autumn is also a time when we can take the opportunity to celebrate the feast days of many remarkable saints, amazing witnesses of faith from whom even the youngest child can learn.  Other days commemorate special events in the life of Christ or Mary.

	8 September
	Nativity of Blessed Virgin Mary

	14 September
	The Holy Cross

	15 September
	Our Lady of Sorrows

	21 September
	St Matthew

	29 September
	SS Michael, Gabriel and Raphael – Archangels

	30 September
	St Jerome

	2 October
	The Guardian Angels

	4 October
	St Francis of Assisi

	7 October
	Our Lady of the Rosary

	15 October
	St Teresa of Avila

	18 October
	St Luke

	29 October
	Ss Simon and Jude

	1 November
	All Saints

	2 November
	All Souls

	11 November
	Remembrance Day

	14 November
	Blessed Hugh Faringdon

	16 November
	St Edmund of Abingdon

	21 November
	Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

	22 November
	St Cecilia

	30 November
	St Andrew

	Last Sunday in November
	Christ the King

	1 December
	St Edmund Campion

	6 December 
	St Nicholas

	8 December
	Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

	10 December
	St Swithun Wells

	13 December
	St Lucy

	14 December
	St John of the Cross

	26 December
	St Stephen

	27 December
	St John

	28 December 
	Holy Innocents




Below are some suggestions from schools as to how we may mark the liturgical or school year during the Autumn term.

Marking the beginning of the school year
Beginning of the Year Liturgies - Our main liturgy is a welcome back liturgy as whole key stage which is a slightly embellished collective worship however a liturgy which one of our NQTs did this year involved each child having a lolly stick and writing their name and colouring it in. This was then placed in a bowl encouraging to think that they were a group of individuals becoming connected together as a class. Outside of the liturgy, these lolly sticks were then glued together to form a class cross which has been on the display by the prayer table throughout the year. The children know that they are individuals within a class which is joined together by Jesus and his love for us.

Beginning of the school year - We always start the beginning of a new school year with a mass, usually thinking about the parable of the talents and how we are going to show our talents throughout the year.

Start of Term Liturgy - At St Joseph’s we have a start of term liturgy in school. This involves a number of elements including the use of scripture and hymns. The central part of the liturgy is the ‘blessing of the bags’ where a member of each class brings forward a rucksack which has something that reflects the skills and things needed for success in the academic year so it may be a crucifix, a book, a pen etc. This helps the children to remember that they already have everything they need for the academic year and they bring it with them! 

Commissioning Service - all staff and governors are invited. It is held on the INSET day in September.  At the beginning all are asked to reflect on their wish/hope/intention for the year and write it on a cardboard star which then appears a few times during the year in meetings to remind people.  After an opening hymn and gathering prayer we have a reading and brief homily.  After another hymn comes the Commitment to the coming year and all it may bring which includes a light ceremony. Then we affirm our faith, have a final blessing and reading, then the final hymn.

Prayer partner liturgy - Year 6 make a welcome card for their Reception prayer buddies and then we have a short liturgy where we call up each reception child and their buddy gives them their card. Parents can attend and we pray for Reception to have a successful time at school. 

Beginning of the school year - a mass is led by one or more of our priests. Children read prayers. Children, governors and staff all make a commitment to St. Peter’s and the year ahead. A representative from each group holds a candle by the altar as the commitments are made.

Beginning of the academic year – We have a welcome mass and dinner for reception families one evening after school - mass planning available if wanted.  We then have a whole school welcome mass for new children and new members of staff in the first half term- again mass planning available.


Harvest
Harvest Mass - Around the time of CAFOD Family Fast Day we ask parents to bring in offerings for our local charities which help to support the homeless. These are then placed on the altar during our Harvest Mass. This is an opportunity for us to come together as a school to pray for those who have less than ourselves and for God to watch over them and also for us to thank God for the offerings which he has given us this year. 

In September we had a liturgy for Harvest Festival. Each class had brought in various donations for our charities, which were gathered at the front. The liturgy consisted of a selection of readings, prayers and hymns, during which representatives from each class presented their donations. Our permanent deacon presided and gave a homily. 


October – the Month of the Rosary
Break time Rosary - This is an informal gathering in a central visible space where children and adults can come and join in for part of the Rosary. It should not take up the whole of break time and should be in a visible place so that people notice and join in.  You will need a good supply of rosaries!

Rosary - Throughout October, a decade of the Rosary is prayed at our statue of Mary which is at the front office. This is led by a series of volunteers on a rotation basis using the CTS guide, The Rosary.


Remembrance
Remembrance Day Liturgy - Each year on the 11th November, we gather together at 10.45 for a short liturgy made up of prayers and poems from the First World War. At 11, we stand for a two minute silence which is ended with the Last Post being played by one of our students who is having brass lessons. A final reflection is shared and the classes leave the hall in silence.

Remembrance Service - This is a short service held on or close to 11th November for the whole school, parents and parishioners.  It is held outside so we can hear the bells that mark the 11am silence. 

Remembrance/Month of November - Remembrance - poppy garden display – each pupil remembers someone who has died and writes an intention on their poppy/ creates something for the display –
(Each class is slightly different)– Years 5/6 – write a prayer of remembrance, years 3 and 4 - This November I will pray for…    Years 1 and 2 – write the name or someone and decorate with red collage and red finger prints early years make a wreath with each child’s red handprint

Remembrance - We gather in the hall around a central altar. In class children make a contribution to the altar such as poppy wreaths. The older year groups make contributions through writing. Monologues and poems are included and read during the service. A Year 6 child leads an introduction, a litany and introduces a Remembrance day book that becomes the focus of the school prayer table for the rest of the month. All children take part in the 2 minutes silence. A member of staff or child plays the last post on a trumpet or cornet.


Advent
Advent service held at Church - Years 5 and 6 lead us in our celebration at St. Joseph’s Church in the evening, to bring together school and the church community. It involves a good mixture of Advent scripture readings, the children singing hymns and a liturgical dance. The lights are often turned off as the children enter as we think about the reading from Isaiah.

Travelling Nativity - the Travelling Nativity is an Advent story sack which families can sign up for and take home for an evening and share the nativity story together. It contains a nativity set (wooden, plastic or knitted ones are best!), an empty prayer book in which the family can write a prayer or add a photo after they have shared the nativity story.   

St John's have the travelling nativity bag in each class where the child adds their name to the path to Bethlehem during Advent and we have the Year 6 Mass in the Cathedral for all schools in the city at the end of the academic year. As most schools we have a penitential service during Lent and Advent.

Travelling nativity bags - A nativity set; fabric to represent the land, sea and earth; candle; frankincense; nativity story; examples of prayers; and a book for children to either take a photo, draw a picture or write a prayer go into a bag which children take home for one night. 

Travelling Posada during Advent. - The parishioners of our local church knitted posada figures for our school. There is a family sign-up sheet for the week days of Advent. The family takes the nativity figures home, sets them up and says prayers around them. This is photographed and recorded in the book. It is a lovely way of joining the communities at Advent. The children really enjoy sharing the figures at home and telling their class about it.

Advent - During Advent we have prayer bags which go home to every child in the school over a rotation, the idea is to encourage the prayer life of families at home. Collective worship is modelled at school before the bags go home with some suggestions for how to use the bags. Families are invited to contribute to a growing prayer book.

Advent Prayer Partners - On the Friday prior to the start of Advent all children pair up with a child from a different year group.  This is timetabled so that each classroom contains 30 children – 15 elder and 15 younger.  The teacher leads the children in prayer and shares the scripture.  Then the children sit with their chosen partner and discuss John’s message of repentance, forgiveness and holy living. They decide what each child would like to focus on during Advent in order to prepare. They become prayer partners for advent and each leave the liturgy with a card containing the Hail Mary, John the Baptist’s scripture and a prayer that they will say during Advent for their partner e.g. Dear God, I pray that James will find it easier say sorry when he has argued with his sister…  They take their prayer partner card back to their classroom and place it on the prayer table.  Each morning throughout Advent the children start the day by picking up their prayer partner card from the prayer table and saying their prayer.  The whole class pray the Hail Mary together. 

Advent - a service where we all walk to our local church (40 minutes away). We tell the children that we are going on a pilgrimage. Every year group makes a contribution and the priest facilitates this giving a welcome and blessing and leading some prayers. We have had a theme of 'Advent around the world' in the past in which each year group chose an Advent tradition to share information about, art work, readings etc. For example, the Mexican tradition of giving poinsettias (or Holy Night flower). We have also had British traditions as our theme covering St Nicholas, Advent calendars, Jesse Trees etc. Our younger children sing songs from their upcoming Nativities. Traditional, and less traditional carols are sung.

Advent Liturgy - At the beginning of Advent we hold an Advent liturgy which is led by our parish priest. We follow the format of a non-eucharistic liturgy, with a gathering, Word of God, prayers and going forth. Within the liturgy there is a blessing of the Advent wreath and the prayers reinforce the meaning of the parts of the wreath. Before the first candle is lit by a child, representatives from each class come forward to place a sprig of greenery into the wreath, so that each class has contributed to the making of the wreath.
After the Liturgy the wreath visits the classes for other children to add further sprigs of greenery to the wreath. The wreath is then placed on the worship focus in the hall and the relevant number of candles are lit during the liturgies that follow during Advent. 

Three Advent liturgies occur – one each for infant, lower and upper school.  Everything is centred around the scripture that is being read.  The scripture could be taken from the reading of the day but doesn’t need to be necessarily so.  The advent wreath is present with the relevant candles lit and explained.  To support the liturgy, bidding prayers are said accompanied with drama, a video clip or spiritual dance.  Advent promises are made by classes and offered up to God. Children are in control of the liturgy and guide proceedings. At the end of the liturgy, we celebrate the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. A teacher explains to parents what is going to happen and what they should do so that they can participate reverently in the sacrament.  Children and adults alike kneel and sing ‘O Sacrament Most Holy.’  Our local Deacon explains more fully what the monstrance is and why he can’t physically touch it.  He then proceeds to lead a benediction. ‘O Sacrament Most Holy’ is sung again and then at the end a teacher thanks parents for attending and a collection is made with the offerings donated to CAFOD.  The Hall is set up to reflect a spiritual encounter with God – perhaps dimmed lighting with the altar present, tastefully decorated.



SPRING TERM

Seasonally, the spring term begins in the darkness and cold temperatures of Winter and ends in the warmer and lighter days of Spring, with signs of new life and new hope everywhere.  Spring is often the shortest school season but nonetheless a term in which a lot happens liturgically.  It begins with the celebration of the birth of Christ at Christmas and ends with the events of Holy Week when that same child, now an adult, dies for us on the cross.  This rapid journey through the life of Christ can sometimes be confusing for children.  

In between the season of Christmas and Holy Week, there is a short period of ordinary time followed by the penitential season of Lent, beginning with Ash Wednesday.  Lent, a time to reflect and change our ways as well as reach out to those in need.

The spring term is also a time when the feast days of many saints are celebrated and all have something to teach us.  Other days commemorate special events in the life of Christ or Mary.

	First Sunday after Christmas
	Holy Family 

	6 January
	Feast of the Epiphany

	Sunday following Epiphany
	Baptism of the Lord

	18-25 January
	Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

	25 January
	Conversion of St Paul

	26 January
	St Timothy and St Paul

	28 January
	St Thomas Aquinas

	31 January
	St John Bosco

	2 February
	Presentation of the Lord (Candlemas)

	11 February
	Our Lady of Lourdes

	14 February
	St Cyril and St Methodius

	14 February
	St Valentine

	22 February
	Chair of St Peter

	1 March
	St David

	17 March
	St Patrick

	19 March
	St Joseph

	25 March
	The Annunciation



Holy Week, beginning with Palm Sunday, will sometimes fall within term time.  If this is the case it is important to make sure this week is different from others.

Below are some suggestions from schools as to how we may mark the liturgical or school year during the Spring term.

Feast of the Epiphany
Epiphany is the celebration of Christ, revealed as Universal Saviour.  It commemorates the coming of the Magi or Wise Men to the infant Jesus and their gifts of gold (revealing him as King), incense (showing him as God) and myrrh (telling of his death).  As part of the worship celebrating the feast of the Epiphany, complete the crib scene with the three wise men and leave it in place until the end of the week when Christmastime ends with the celebration of the Baptism of the Lord.  The worship could include a dramatisation of the story using the costumes, props etc. from the school nativity production of the previous term.  

Prior to the whole school/key stage/class worship, each child writes their gift to Jesus on a slip of paper and wraps it in a small box, or if whole school/key stage one box per class is created containing all the ‘gifts’, and the boxes are taken up as part of the worship.  Afterwards they are place on the class prayer table.

Before Christmas, ask each child/family to bring to school the next term a gift they have received that perhaps they don’t need or would like to share with someone who hasn’t as much as they do, and to then bring these gifts forward during the Epiphany worship.  These gifts to then be given to a local charity.


Baptism of the Lord
This feast marks the end of Christmastime.
Include a rite of blessing and sprinkling of water within the worship on this day.

Class worship – each child writes something they are sorry about on a ‘drop of water’ – these are then dropped into a large bowl of water where the water should wash the ink away (or at least make it unreadable!).  They are then given an outline of a dove to write on something they are going to try and do better – these are added to the class prayer table.


Presentation of the Lord (Candlemas)
Each year we mark Candlemas and within the service new class candles are blessed and distributed.  At the end of the celebration, each class processes out after their new candle is lit and is carried back to class (older children/classteacher).


Ash Wednesday
During our Ash Wednesday Liturgy children, staff, parents and governors go out to spread their faith with the sign of ashes on their forehead 'an outward sign of an inward promise'.  We now celebrate our liturgy at the end of the afternoon so the 'outward sign' hasn't rubbed off by the end of the day!

Ash Wednesday - This is a whole school Mass or Liturgy of the Word (dependent on clergy commitments elsewhere) held on Ash Wednesday to mark the beginning of Lent.  During Lent there will be a charitable focus (CAFOD, Food Bank, Diocese charity) and this will be incorporated into the Mass, prayers and offertory.  Prior to this liturgy, whole school homework will have been set inviting families to write a prayer or make a pledge with their children.  These are offered as part of the liturgy and then displayed in school. 

Ash Wednesday liturgy - All children in school produce two crosses (one with a 'sorry' and one with a 'promise'). Each class brings up two baskets containing our sorrys and promises during the service and these stay on the main prayer table throughout the season of Lent. 

Ash Wednesday - We invite parents and Parishioners to a Taize service in the school hall. The atmosphere is very prayerful and quiet. Children chanting Taize.  Each class have prepared a basket of sorry prayers to place around the altar.   (The lighting is dim and the altar has lots of candles – both on the altar and in front of the altar.)      We have a short reading Luke 4: 1-13.   Pupils act out the temptation of Jesus.   We have a short pause for prayer and reflection and then each person comes to receive ashes. We end with Prayers about our Lenten journey. 
 

Lent
Three Lenten liturgies occur – one each for infant, lower and upper school.  Everything is centred around the scripture that is being read.  The scripture could be taken from the reading of the day but doesn’t need to be necessarily so.  To support the liturgy, bidding prayers are said accompanied with drama, a video clip or spiritual dance.  Lenten promises are made by classes and offered up to God. Children are in control of the liturgy and guide proceedings. At the end of the liturgy, we celebrate the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. A teacher explains to parents what is going to happen and what they should do so that they can participate reverently in the sacrament.  Children and adults alike kneel and sing ‘O Sacrament Most Holy.’  Our local Deacon explains more fully what the monstrance is and why he can’t physically touch it.  He then proceeds to lead a benediction. ‘O Sacrament Most Holy’ is sung again and then at the end a teacher thanks parents for attending and a collection is made with the offerings donated to CAFOD.  The Hall is set up to reflect a spiritual encounter with God – perhaps dimmed lighting with the altar present, tastefully decorated.


Reconciliation - During Lent, each class in KS2 attends a reconciliation service. Each child has a slip of paper on which they write something for which they are sorry and then place a coloured dot on the corner  - green if they can receive absolution or red if they can only receive a blessing. Each child then speaks to the priest and the papers are collected and shredded as part of the liturgy so the children can see that the papers are being destroyed. 

Give Him ‘5’ Lent Prayer Bag! (promoting prayer at home in just 5 minutes!)
This Lenten prayer bag/sack is similar to a story sack but is a worship bag/sack! Families sign up to take the bag home for an evening and enjoy a prayer time together. The idea is that the children and their family create a small prayer space and use the objects to help them share time with God. Objects in the bag can include: cross, small purple cloth, rosary, candle, five minute sand timer, prayer pebbles with ‘give, fast and serve’ written on and a small prayer book (possibly stations of the cross).
Attach a laminated tag on the bag giving instructions/suggestions for family prayer time and a list of contents.


Stations of the Cross
Stations of the Cross Liturgy
There are 2 distinct parts:
1. Liturgy in the hall (Jesus’ Passion) 
2. Whole School Stations Walk

Part 1 - We begin in the school hall. (30 mins)
The atmosphere is respectful & prayerful. Piano music plays quietly as children enter the hall slowly and take their places. A simple wooden cross, draped with muslin cloth creates a focal point at the front. Parents and parishioners are invited to attend. 
Following the opening hymn (I met you at the Cross or Servant King), children read a brief introduction explaining the 2 part service.
Each class, presents their part of Jesus’ journey to the cross.  The scripture reading is read out loudly and slowly, whilst members of the class perform a short mime. There are moments of still reflection and music plays as classes change over, ready to portray the next part of Jesus’ journey. At the end, we begin to sing ‘Were you there when they crucified my Lord’ followed by a Taize chant,  ‘Jesus remember me’ as each class processes out of the hall and into the 2nd part of the liturgy. 

Part 2- Classroom Station Walk (45 mins)
We now process slowly through the school (in cohort groups with parents), visiting each classroom in turn. Each classroom is cleared and left tidy and uncluttered. Music plays softly. The stained glass windows in every classroom has been designed to reflect 2 individual stations of the cross and they act as a focal point. 

In addition to the windows in the corner, a physical display is prepared in the middle of the room as a central focus e.g. ‘Jesus is nailed to the cross’- hammer & nails on a cloth. Prayers are read at each station window. Parents are invited to join in and lead prayers.

It’s amazing how quietly and prayerfully, 200 people can walk around a whole school (including the very little ones on Reception)– it’s very moving. 

Stations of the Cross - Our school stations of the cross are photographs of the stations being enacted out by our pupils and, during Lent, these stations form a display along one of our corridors. Every week, we pray these stations during a breaktime where the station is shared and a prayer is said. We use the CTS children's book, The Way of the Cross, so the prayers and contemplation are appropriate.

During the last week before Easter, we held a stations of the cross liturgy in school which was really special and the children were all fully engaged and responded well to. Each class from Reception up to year 6 had a station each to focus on prior to the liturgy. Each class then created a freeze frame for their station and a reflection and prayer to go with it which they then shared with the whole school. We had quiet sombre music playing as each class came up the front to share their station, with an image displayed on the screen behind them. This was accompanied with singing, and a clear focal point with a wooden cross made from branches and a crown of thorns. 

Stations of The Cross 
KS2 use the school grounds for a pilgrimage visiting each of the stations. We have posters depicting the station in art. Staff then set up other appropriate resources to aid prayer and reflection at each station. There is a reading at each station. These can be taken from Loyola Press or other suitable resources.  
KS1 sit in the middle of the school hall facing outwards whilst around the outside of the hall Year 2 children act out the stations. Staff read a refection for each station as it is acted out. Children enter the hall in silence, remain in silence throughout and leave in silence.

Stations of the Cross - during Lent, the junior children take part in the praying of the Stations in the school hall (during breaktime). This takes place in the parish Church when possible.

We have had Stations of the Cross set up in the school hall for the last day of term by using the 14 prayers tables from each class set up very simply with a purple cross, candle, and prayer/reflection relating to that particular station.  On the wall above the prayer table was a piece of related artwork.  Taize music played and families were welcomed to just come into the hall and visit the Stations at their own pace quietly praying with their family throughout the afternoon.  It was really successful but in future I would like to assign a station to each class and instead of me sourcing prayers, etc. getting each class to be responsible for creating the prayer space for their station.

Stations of the Cross
Pictures of each station are placed around the school grounds (basically put on lengths of wood so that all pupils can see them and pushed into the ground).
As children with teachers approach each Station, an explanation is given and using a child friendly Stations of the Cross prayer book, prayers are said and a moment of quiet reflection is given. Each child is then given a symbol to represent that particular event, which they place into a small bag which has been given to each child (small sandwich bags are good)

Station 1 – a picture of a set of the Scales of Justice to represent the trial of Jesus
Station 2 – a small cross, made from lolly -sticks to represent Jesus carrying the cross
Station 3  - a plaster to represent the hurt of Jesus when he falls
Station 4 – a medal of Mary (these are really inexpensive)
Station 5 – a picture of a hand to represent the helping hand of Simon of Cyrene
Station 6 – a small piece of cloth to represent the cloth which Veronica used to wipe the face of Jesus
Station 7 – nothing at this station since it is when Jesus falls again
Station 8 – a Kleenex tissue to represent the tears of the women of Jerusalem
Station 9 – nothing – again, this is the third time Jesus falls
Station 10 – a piece of purple cloth to represent the garments worn by Jesus
Station 11 – cloves to represent the nails of the cross 
Station 12 – a card with the words ‘Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.’
Station 13 – a picture of baby Jesus in the arms of his mother, Mary
Station 14 – a small stone to represent the stone which covered the tomb. Also at this point, teachers take some ointment for each child to smell, to represent the oil which was used to anoint the body of Jesus.

Stations of the Cross
We have used child versions of The Stations of the Cross and chosen five or six of the key stations. We have then used freeze framing to create a living tableau of these chosen stations around the hall or the church. The child playing the role of Jesus has moved between the stations creating movement from station to station. An adult has read the child version of the stations whilst the children freeze frame the stations events. Suitable sombre music has been played in the background and a reflective and respectful atmosphere of prayer created. 


Holy Week

	Event
	Arrangements
	Suggested song/music
	Props and resources 

	Triumphant entry into Jerusalem 
	Scripture: Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11, Luke 19:28-40, and John 12:12-19
Children choose a random space in the Hall (not in lines or year groups).
Actors respond to the scripture as it is read.
The mood is the hall is joyous and jubilant.
Children leave the Hall singing and waving their palms.
	Children sing – “Here comes Jesus on a donkey” Carmel Plays
Children sing – “Hooray for Jesus” (Carmel Plays)
	Beforehand, children make palm leaves e.g. large sheets of sugar paper, rolled, cut and feathered to make a branch/fern) or bring palms from church.


	Last Supper
	Scripture: Mt 26 17-30, Mk 14 22-26 Lk 22 7-38
Actors sit at the front of the hall and create the scene of the Jesus enjoying a meal with his friends.
Scripture is read and actors respond to scripture in gesture and actions.
Children leave the hall slowly in silence.
	Sing – ‘Jesus took a loaf of bread’ (Carmel Plays) or ‘This is my body’
	Goblet, Ribena, loaf of crusty bread.
PE mats or stage for actors
Words for the actors to read

	Agony in the garden
	Scripture: Lk 22 39-54
Hall is in darkness and pupils enter the hall in silence.
Again, pupils find a random space in the Hall.
Guards, approx. 10, carry swords (or simple props) and stand in formation outside the Hall.
Main characters are at the front of the Hall and respond, in action and gesture, when Scripture is read aloud. 
Children sit in silence to reflect and pray.
	Taize – music playing – ‘Stay here and keep watch with me’. Sing ‘ Jesus prayed in Gethsemane’ (Carmel Plays) or ‘Be still and know that I am God’

	This takes quite a bit of preparation beforehand.
A large number of white candles (e.g. 50+! For effect) are lit and placed on tables at the front of the Hall.
The tables are covered with tin foil and mirrors to reflect light.
Words for the actors to read

	Stations of the Cross
	Around the perimeter of the hall, 12 pupils stand holding the image of one of the Stations.
Stations are read and Jesus makes his ways to each Station to meet the appropriate actors – His mother, Women of Jerusalem etc.

	Play Shindler’s list as background music throughout.
	Actors – dressed in simple drapes, robes or costume.
Images of the Stations projected onto screen and pictures held by children involved in CW.
Large wooden cross.
Crown of thorns.



Holy Week worships, including Stations of the cross
Each day throughout Holy Week, each teacher leads a worship for their key stage, starting with Palm Sunday. Then, washing the disciples’ feet, The Last Supper and Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. The final day, each class takes it in turn to do stations of the cross. The washing of the feet involves a couple of the year 6 children washing the feet of their younger siblings.
Stations of the cross is set up around the hall, in the prayer garden and outside by our cross of life flower bed. Taize music is played quietly in the background. Each station is labelled, with an artefact eg. a nail and a reflection and prayer that the teacher reads to the children.

Holy Week – Years 3,4,5 and 6 lead a liturgy each day (Palm Sunday, Last Supper, Garden of Gethsemane, Veneration of the Cross) these are very powerful and moving for all involved.  Each year they are delivered differently.  I could ask each member of staff to give their planning for it, but we tend to go for less is more so there are very few lines in it, so it would require extensive explanation about it.    Veneration of the cross is the culmination of our Holy Week liturgies and apart from the fact that the whole school community venerate the cross at the end, the liturgy that leads up to it is different each year. Year 6 lead this liturgy and kneel before the cross  first before leading out; Reception follow then yr 1 etc. The parents/families venerate last and leave the cross in the hall in darkness.  It is very powerful. 
CAFOD assemblies are simply our representative coming in to deliver the assembly followed by a workshop. 

Holy Week Tableaux - During Holy Week, our music studio 'becomes' Jerusalem and our Year 5 children perform tableaux of the Last Supper, the Garden of Gethsemane and the Closed Tomb. Each class visits these tableaux and have three questions to ask the characters about how they are feeling, said characters then come to life and respond using scripted answers before freezing again. After each scene, there is a short reflection and prayer which is lead by the class teacher before they move to the next scene.

Holy Week - Passion Play - we use act out the stations from Mary’s perspective – this is very moving

During Holy Week we had the prayers and artwork displayed on the classroom doors so that children could visit the stations throughout Holy Week (which fell during term time).  On a side note I also provided each class with a small piece of purple fabric to cover all the crucifixes and religious statues in school.

KS1 lead Holy Week Liturgy, short liturgical dance/ poem, narration of events of holy week with transitional songs the congregation have been taught.
  
Holy Week Mass
We have woven the events of Holy Week into Mass at our local church. For the procession to and into the church we have waved palms for Palm Sunday whilst singing Hosanna. This has been followed by the Gospel story of Palm Sunday. Prior to the Eucharistic Liturgy, we have had washing of the feet enacted with children taking the parts of the disciples and Jesus. It has been emphasised that The Eucharistic Liturgy is in itself a remembrance of the Last Supper. At the end of Mass we have had a shortened Stations of the Cross (see above), thus leaving the church in a sombre and respectful mood, having reflected on the events of Holy Week and in contrast to the joyous and celebratory entrance. 

Washing of Feet – based on Ten Ten liturgy and associated PowerPoint 
Children are invited to pair up and wash the feet of their partner. It is important to set the atmosphere; a darkened room with gentle repetitive instrumental music playing.  Begin with the readings of the Last Supper and then ask the children to think about what Jesus was teaching us. You will need lots of towels, large jugs and washing up bowls.


SUMMER TERM

On the return to school following the holidays we are still in the period of Easter (the great 50 days that end with Pentecost).  Term ended with the austerity of Lent but the new term can start with a sense of celebration and joy in the Resurrection.  Within this term is the great feast of Pentecost, a good time to renew our missionary zeal to proclaim the good news to all and to seek opportunities to be a Christian witness in our local and wider communities.

Below are a selection of key feast days in the summer months.

	21 April
	St Anselm

	23 April
	St George

	25 April
	St Mark

	28 April
	St Louis Marie de Montfort

	29 April
	St Catherine of Sienna

	1 May
	St Joseph the Worker

	3 May
	St Philip and St James

	4 May
	Blessed Martyrs of England and Wales

	14 May
	St Matthias

	25 May
	St Bede the Venerable

	27 May
	St Augustine

	31 May
	The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

	5 June
	St Boniface

	9 June
	St Columba

	20 June
	St Alban

	22 June
	St John Fisher and St Thomas More

	24 June
	Birth of St John the Baptist

	29 June
	St Peter and St Paul

	1 July
	Dedication of St John’s Cathedral, Portsmouth

	11 July
	St Benedict

	26 July
	St Joachim and St Anne



Below are some suggestions from schools as to how we may mark the liturgical or school year during the Summer term.

May – the Month of Mary
Rosary - throughout May and October a decade of the Rosary is prayed at our statue of Mary which is at the front office. This is led by a series of volunteers on a rotation basis using the CTS guide, The Rosary.

May Procession - This liturgy is a whole school event which is open to parents and parishioners.  It takes place during May to honour Our Lady.  An "altar" of flowers is arranged around a statue of Mary and the climax is the crowning of Our Lady by the oldest and youngest pupils in the school.  Each class creates a prayer table on the playground which reflects one of the mysteries of the rosary and the whole school processes around the playground in song and prayer. 

May Mass for Mary with procession to crown Mary’s statue
In the last few years, we have revived the school tradition of crowning the statue of Our Lady at the start of her month of May. We have combined this with the Feast of Saint Joseph on the 1st May, holding our celebration as close to that date as possible.  We first celebrate a whole school Mass with readings, intercessions and hymns which are appropriate and are dedicated to Our Lady. At the end of Mass the whole  school process out singing the Lourdes hymn, ‘Immaculate Mary’ to the statue of Our Lady in the school grounds. There, two children crown Our Lady with a coronet of flowers, whilst prayers are said. After this Our Lady’s statue is placed in a prominent place in the school entrance hall for the duration of May. 

Mary Celebration-during May
A celebration of Mary our Mother which can take place outside- weather permitting! Use a variety of readings and hymns about Mary (such as Ave Maria) -in between readings children can present flowers, a rosary and other relevant objects and lay them in front of a statue of Mary. 

The Crowning of Our Lady
This takes place in the month of May. We ask the children to bring in flowers so that each class can create a class display of flowers that can be brought up during the liturgy. Prior to the Liturgy, each class is given a title given to Mary and asked to create a display that the children have helped to make, for example ‘We love Mary because she is Trusting’ 

Pentecost
Pentecost Parties - The afternoon of Pentecost or the nearest afternoon available is set aside for a celebration of the birth of the church. Each class holds a collective worship based around Acts 2 and then a variety of arts activities focussed on the Holy Spirit are carried out - these include dance, music, wind chimes, birthday cards and mobiles. The afternoon ends with a celebratory ice-cream for each child provided by our parents' association.

Around Pentecost we have a whole school celebration which begins with Mass, followed by a ceremony in the playground where each class lets off a balloon into the sky with prayers attached to them. The children also create flame headbands to wear which is special for them. 

Mother Tongue Day - To celebrate the rich and diverse cultures within the school community we hold an annual Mother Tongue Day. To start, we have whole school worship. During the worship an extract from the Bible is read and its message discussed. Parents, grandparents, staff and family friends read out parts of the Bible reading in their own language so the children really appreciate the Pentecostal story. Volunteer children are given prayers to read in their own language as part of the worship. Parents help to translate the prayer given to them into their own language and help them practise at home. It is a very special worship with as many languages as possible represented. 

In the afternoon adults read stories to children in class in their own language and join us in the hall where we set up stalls representing different languages and countries from our school community. 


Corpus Christi, and celebrations for First Holy Communion
Corpus Christi Procession - This is a Key Stage 2 liturgy for pupils. The festival of Corpus Christi celebrates the Eucharist as the body of Christ. The name 'Corpus Christi' is Latin for 'the body of Christ'.  If a priest is not available to process the monstrance we process behind a statue of the Sacred Heart.

Our Corpus Christi Mass is led by the children who have just made their first Holy Communion, they wear their dresses and suits, lead the singing, readings and prayers. Our Mass does not end in our church. The Blessed sacrament is carried in silence in a monstrance as we process to the parish church where we congregate to sing and genuflect to end our Mass.

Procession to Local Church for Feast of Corpus Christi - The whole school walk to our local church which is about 20 mins away.  Twice on the way (in the local public gardens) groups of children stop and pray together – infant, middle and upper school.  A reflective piece of scripture is read accompanied by thoughtful prayers.  These prayers are led by our headteacher and deputy headteacher.  The procession is led by our ‘house captains’ carrying the house flags.  The Parish are welcomed and our Directors are invited to attend.  The school choir sing uplifting songs.  The church is packed so that even the altar has children sitting on the steps.  Contributions to the mass are represented by parish, school and directors.  When we return to school, activities to link in with the Feast Day are completed as a celebration of the day.

End of Year
School Patron Saint Feast Day Celebration - A LOVELY WAY TO END THE YEAR.  Even if your Saint’s feast day is not in the summer, as it is a lovely way to bring the wider community together as you can have a mass outside… which allows for more people to attend. 
Introduction of the celebration: Children talk about the Year that is coming to an end.- highlights.
Year group act out the life of the Saint of the school. 
Prior to the Mass, each class has made a picture frame or a craft to depict the Saint in question or the school. 
Mass then commences with school hymn. The frames/ craft brought up during this hymn 
Members of the community to do the prayers of the faithful: parent/ Governor/child/office staff
Afterwards invite the parents for afternoon tea- sorted by PSA!

Leavers’ Mass
Leavers Mass - Year 6 choose their favourite readings and hymns for the end of year Mass. At this Mass, they are also presented with Bibles and a Romero cross by the parish priest. 

Year 6 Leavers Mass - Parents, families and friends are invited to join Year 6 for a mass during the school day. Each child is given a cross which is blessed by the priest before the child receives it. Following mass, which the children write and prepare, our PTA provide scones and tea which are enjoyed in the school gardens.

Year 6 Leavers Mass - Parents, families and friends are invited to join Year 6 for a mass during the school day. Each child is given a cross which is blessed by the priest before the child receives it. Following mass, which the children write and prepare, our PTA provide scones and tea which are enjoyed in the school gardens.

Year 6 have a day of reflection led by teachers, supported by the parish priest at our Parish centre. Part of the day focusses on them preparing aspects of the leavers mass they have later in the week back at school with the whole community. The Leavers Mass is one of the most beautiful masses of the year. At the end the year 6s first stand to sing a blessing to the school and then the whole community stand to sing the blessing to the children as they receive a holding cross to take with them. 
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