CHILDREN PLANNING AND LEADING WORSHIP

‘Pupils work well with others, such as teachers, other pupils, and chaplains, to prepare engaging experiences of prayer and liturgy. Due to the school’s provision of liturgical preparation for pupils, they undertake liturgical ministries willingly and are involved in evaluating the quality of the prayer and liturgy they have planned.’ – CSI Good Descriptor for Pupil Outcomes

Key Principles
· Pupils need to regularly experience high quality worship to provide a role model for their own worships.
· They need to have a clear understanding of the structure/elements of a worship.  Especially the central place of scripture and the need for stillness/reflection within the worship.
· [image: ]Understanding they are creating a ‘sacred space’
· Will need time, support and assistant in planning the worship.
· Access to a template to follow.
· Access to appropriate resources.  Consider providing a budget for additional resources.
· Ensure their understanding of the difference between worship, assembly and an RE lesson.
· Prayer not performance.
· Understanding of need to engage the whole group.
· Entitlement to constructive feedback on their efforts in order to learn and improve.

Expectations
· Pupils to be actively involved in worship in all year groups/classes in the school.
· School to have a planned and progressive approach to involving children in the planning and leading of worship in the school.
· An increasing involvement in taking ownership for parts of the worship as they move through the school, e.g. choosing appropriate cloth/objects for the focal point in early years, preparing prayers of thanksgiving linked to the theme in lower key stage two.
· In upper key stage two, pupils, with support from an adult if necessary, regularly plan and lead worship for their peers.
· Classteacher retains ownership of and responsibility for the quality of worship in their classroom, regularly planning and leading worship in order to provide a high quality role model for the children in their class.  In addition, they provide constructive feedback and guidance to any of their pupils planning and/or leading worship.
· Pupils to have access, if required, to a template to follow and to a range of suitable resources.

Best Practice
· Able to move away from the ‘formula’ once they have this secure.
· Children take the lead for prayer at other times of the day.
· Children take the responsibility for planning and leading other forms of liturgy, e.g. holy week liturgies, welcome liturgy. 
· Older children offer to lead worship in younger classes or in year partner classes.  Becoming role models themselves (Prayer Leaders or Prayer Ambassadors)
· Plan, lead larger groups, e.g. key stage or house worships.
· Child led Rosary Club established and well attended.
· Children take ownership of the class prayer area.
· Children regularly benefit from participating in high quality worship led by adults in the school.
· Evaluation of worship, including getting the them to self-evaluate, is used effectively to support and develop the children’s skills in preparing and leading worship in the school.
· Best scenario - evolves into an independent pupils’ prayer or worship group who also take a lead in whole school liturgies/masses etc.
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